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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MILTON DIAL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Milton Dial, a talented and dedi-
cated Deputy Associate Director of the Depart-
ment of the Interior's Minerals Management
Service whose service will be missed upon his
retirement. In this capacity, Milton has been
responsible for the oversight of natural re-
sources transactions between the Federal
Government and the industry. Milton has been
a faithful servant of the Department of the In-
terior and steward of our public lands for 32
years, and | am honored to recognize his ac-
complishments before this body of Congress
and this Nation.

Milton received both his bachelor of science
and masters degree in business administration
from Arizona State University, and imme-
diately began working as a supervisor auditor
for the Inspector General’s office from 1971 to
1979. He later moved over to the mineral
management division where he has served in
numerous positions such as deputy conserva-
tion manager for offshore royalty with the U.S.
Geological Survey, senior technical advisor to
the associate director, chief of the Royalty
Compliance and the Valuation and Standards
divisions, and manager of the royalty in-kind
program at Minerals Management Service.

Mr. Speaker, Milton Dial is an industrious
public servant who has always gone the extra
mile to make sure that the job is done quickly
and appropriately. 1, along with my fellow
Americans am indebted to him for his dedi-
cated service to the management of our public
lands. It is a privilege to recognize his efforts
before this body of Congress and this Nation.
Thank you for all your hard work, Milton, and
| wish you all the best in your future endeav-
ors.

——————

DISABLED VETERANS TRANSITION
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2004

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
HOYER, Mr. JONES of North Carolina, and | are
honored to introduce this bipartisan legislation
to help our severely wounded soldiers return-
ing home from the field of battle.

With the number of U.S. military deaths in
Irag moving past 1,000 this week and over
7,000 servicemen and women wounded in
combat, we believe Congress must act now—
before we leave in October—to help these he-
roes and heroines. Many of these surviving
men and women now face the daunting task
of rebuilding their lives with severe disabil-
ities—soldiers who have lost a limb, been
blinded or lost an eye, suffered a disabling
brain injury, or disfiguring burns or wounds.
They have served their country without ques-
tion honorably and bravely, and they deserve
our help now to transition back to civilian life
as they work to put their lives back together.

This simple and straightforward bill would
work quickly and appropriately to address the
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needs of our wounded troops. First, it honors
all servicemembers in each of the U.S. Forces
with deeds as well as words by helping them
when they need us most. Second, it honors
the Army and Department of Defense for rec-
ognizing this critical need and initiating the
Disabled Soldier Support System (DS3) pro-
gram in April 2004. The current program pro-
vides the Army’s severely disabled soldiers
and their families with a system of advocacy
to assist them as they transition from military
service back to civilian life. DS3 has been able
to step in to advocate for soldiers and their
families by working with government agencies
to resolve pay, benefits, entitlements, and care
issues. We applaud these efforts and believe
with adequate resources they can continue to
help more wounded servicemembers.

Third and most important, this bill expresses

congressional support for the DS3 program
and extends the same assistance to all
wounded Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Airmen,
Coast Guardsmen, Guardsmen and Reserv-
ists. We believe that the Congress must ade-
quately fund the DS3 program and expand it
to include all branches of the service since all
branches have served this Nation in harm’s
way.
V\llhile both the Department of Defense and
Veterans Affairs have voiced their support for
this program, DS3 is currently staffed by only
10 people and has a budget of only $1 million
dollars. This bill would give the Secretary of
Defense the authority to correct that by pro-
viding the reprogramming authority necessary
for adequate staffing to assist the number of
wounded servicemembers returning from over-
seas. This bill would also designate an execu-
tive agent within the DoD with the authority
and responsibility to carry out the program in
coordination with the Secretary of Homeland
Security for all U.S. servicemembers with se-
vere disabilities.

What these soldiers and their families must
face as they return home is unimaginable to
most Americans including many of us in Con-
gress. We are a grateful Nation for all our
brave men and women in uniform do to pro-
tect the very freedoms we enjoy each and
every day. How we treat these new veterans
as they return home will be a great test to this
generation, and we believe this is a small pro-
gram that can make a huge difference.

This bill has been endorsed by the National
Association for Uniformed Services (NAUS),
the PAV, DAV, VFW, AMVETS, and the Mili-
tary Officers Association of America (MOAA),
and has the support of over 40 other military
and veteran organizations. We urge the lead-
ership in both Houses on both sides of the
aisle to bring this bill to the floor quickly for
passage and send it to the President to be
signed into law in the next few weeks. With so
many severely wounded in the system now,
we cannot wait for a new Congress. We urge
our colleagues to act now.

——
CONFERENCE OF MAYORS CALLS

FOR ADDITIONAL SUPERFUND
DOLLARS

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 9, th04

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
as the representative of a district which con-
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tains a number of abandoned industrial sites,
| have a particular interest in the Superfund
program. Sadly, the priorities of the congres-
sional majority and the current administration
do not include Superfund, and as a con-
sequence, this important environmental clean-
up program has been denied the resources
needed to meet the promise we have made to
many American communities.

In my own district there are three Superfund
sites on which | have worked hard, and where
we have made some progress, but where in-
adequate funding threatens to deny the people
of the city of New Bedford and the towns of
Fairhaven and Norton the full environmental
response to which they are entitled by federal
law.

This is a problem of national scope, as evi-
denced by the fact that the United States Con-
ference of Mayors, one of the leading voices
for sensible public policies in our country, re-
cently passed a resolution at its 72nd annual
meeting in Boston calling for “increasing ap-
propriation levels for Superfund.” The resolu-
tion notes the slowdown in remediation that is
taking place because of the preference for tax
cuts for the wealthy over important public
needs, and urges us to increase the Super-
fund appropriation by $300 million a year for
the next 5 years.

This is a very well informed and important
statement from a group of thoughtful public of-
ficials who share with us the responsibility for
public policy in this country, and | ask that the
Conference of Mayors’ very cogent resolution
be printed here.

INCREASING APPROPRIATION LEVELS FOR
SUPERFUND

Whereas, the Environmental Protection
Agency has developed plans, designs, and
records of decision for the remediation of
large hazardous waste sites, many of them
located in or near urban areas; and

Whereas, such plans, designs, and records
of decision were developed at great cost and
over many years, in close consultation with
local and state governments; and

Whereas, EPA and its state and local part-
ners have fielded teams capable of remedi-
ating such sites; and

Whereas, because of inadequate funding,
actual performance of the agreed upon rem-
edies has been put on hold, or slowed down;
and

Whereas, because of inadequate funding
some large sites, such as New Bedford Har-
bor, in New Bedford, MA, have been put on a
26 year cleanup schedule; and

Whereas, such a stretched out remediation
is likely to greatly increase the ultimate
cost of cleanup to the federal and state gov-
ernments; and

Whereas, such a stretched out or delayed
cleanup schedule is likely to undermine the
feasibility of selected remedies, necessi-
tating a new and expensive planning and de-
sign process in the future; and

Whereas, such delays perpetuate the public
health and environmental threat posed by
such sites; and

Whereas, delays in cleanup impose severe
obstacles to economic development in many
cities; and

Whereas, the money needs of many of the
largest sites, which have been in the system
for many years, have created a blockage in
the system, interfering with EPA’s ability to
list new sites or to perform remedies at
smaller sites; and

Whereas, the problems presented by large
sites that are ready for construction can be
resolved through an increase in appropria-
tions for Superfund of $300 million a year for
the next five years; and
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Whereas, such an increase would actually
reduce the cost of the Superfund program
over time, and confer significant public
health, environmental and economic benefits
on many American cities.

Now, Therefore, be it resolved that The
U.S. Conference of Mayors urges Congress to
increase the appropriation for Superfund by
$300 million a year for the next five years,
and to dedicate such increase to financing
actual cleanup at ready to go sites.

———

TRIBUTE TO KEN YEAGER AT THE
BAY AREA MUNICIPAL ELEC-
TIONS COMMITTEE’S 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I'm joined by
Representatives LOFGREN and HONDA in rising
today to recognize the achievements of Ken
Yeager, District Six City Councilman for the
City of San José and co-founder of the Bay
Area Municipal Elections Committee, a four
county  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender political action group celebrating
20 years of civil rights advocacy.

Ken represents the neighborhoods of Willow
Glen, Rose Garden, Shasta/Hanchett, Sher-
man Oaks, Cory, Canoas Gardens, Hamann
Park and Buena Vista on the San José City
Council. He is a graduate of San José State
where he interned with former City
Councilmember Susie Wilson. He then worked
for Congressman Don Edwards, leaving to
earn a Ph.D. from Stanford in 1991.

Ken was the first openly gay man to be
elected to office in Silicon Valley when he was
elected to the San José Community College
Board. He has dedicated much of his impres-
sive career to educating the community about
LGBT issues and fighting for their rights
throughout the Silicon Valley.

BAYMEC was founded to educate and in-
form, and it has raised its concerns with
countless elected officials. It lobbied Sac-
ramento on AIDS and LGBT civil rights and
worked with police, fire departments, govern-
mental, organizational, and a variety of com-
munity groups to further equality for LGBTSs.
BAYMEC continues to lobby for the passage
of hate-crime legislation, transgender issues,
domestic partnership rights and civil unions,
as well as bringing LGBT sensitivity to the
forefront in the domestic violence field.

During LGBT Pride weekend, Ken spear-
headed the campaign to fly the rainbow free-
dom flag over City Hall. He worked hard to
make sure that the Billy DeFrank LGBT Com-
munity Center was completed on time and
chaired the fundraising committee to improve
the center. Ken has also led the drive to pass
a Gender Non-Discrimination Ordinance for
the City and he supports providing full benefits
for all married City employees, regardless of
sexual orientation.

Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues to join
us in thanking Ken Yeager for his steadfast
and tireless service to his constituents and to
the LGBT community. We look forward to
working with him to further the causes impor-
tant to BAYMEC, because until all people are
treated with dignity and respect, none of us
can truly be free.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO BRUCE
ROCKWELL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to mourn the
passing of Bruce Rockwell of Denver, Colo-
rado. Bruce dedicated his life to improving his
community, and the entire City of Denver is in-
debted to him for his service. His enthusiasm
for serving others resonates throughout Colo-
rado, and | would like to join my colleagues
here today in recognizing Bruce for his tre-
mendous service to the City of Denver before
this body of Congress and this nation.

Bruce grew up on Marion Street in Denver
and came from a strong family that made
community service a vital part of their daily
lives. Bruce’s father ran a small real estate
and insurance business and was a respected
ornithologist. His family was of modest means
but constantly thought of those less fortunate
than themselves, often feeding the unem-
ployed from their own kitchen. Bruce put him-
self through Yale University on various military
scholarships.

Bruce was devoted to the development of
downtown Denver, spearheading the creation
of Downtown Denver, Inc. and playing a cru-
cial role in the development of the Sixteenth
Street Mall. From 1954 to 1968, he chaired
the Denver Urban Renewal Authority and
aided the preservation of Larimer Square. At
the same time, while serving as the CEO of
Colorado National Bank, Bruce loaned tal-
ented developers the money to buy and re-
store numerous historic buildings.

Mr. Speaker, Bruce Rockwell set a new
standard for community service and his deeds
have touched nearly every community institu-
tion in Denver. His model of leadership and
service will be hard to replace. | am honored
to recognize the efforts of such a devoted
public servant before this body of Congress.
My thoughts and prayers go out to Bruce’s
friends and family during this time of bereave-
ment.

———

HONORING THE SCHUYLKILL
CHAPTER 0413 OF THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEES ON ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Schuylkill Chapter 0413 of the Na-
tional Association of Retired Federal Employ-
ees as it celebrates fifty years of distinguished
service to Federal retirees, employees and
their families in Schuylkill County, Pennsyl-
vania.

Originally chartered as Pottsville Chapter
413 in 1954, the Chapter made recruiting and
retention a top priority. By way of free lunch-
eons, speaker series, outdoor summer picnics,
catered dinner meetings, and a recruiting
booth at the Schuylkill County Fair, member-
ship spread to many towns in the county.
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Area-wide recruiting success was achieved
when the National Association of Retired Fed-
eral Employees authorized the Chapter’s
name change to Schuylkill Chapter 0413, al-
lowing them to serve a greater number of citi-
zens.

An association such as Schuylkill Chapter
0413 achieved success through the continued
hard work of dedicated members and officers.
Since its first meeting, the Chapter has stood
as an integral facet of the community, working
to meet the needs and concerns of the com-
munity in which it serves. As a member of
Schuylkill Chapter 0413, | share the profound
pride felt by my fellow members as our organi-
zation reaches this milestone.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to be able to
recognize an organization that has been sus-
tained for fifty years on its commitment to the
people of my district and all of central Penn-
sylvania. | ask you and my other distinguished
colleagues to join me in congratulating Schuyl-
kil Chapter 0413 of the National Association
of Retired Federal Employees on fifty years of
devoted service and thank them for the many
contributions they have made toward the well
being of the citizens of this great Nation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM KOLBE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday and
this morning, | was in my Congressional dis-
trict for the primary election and missed the
vote on the following measures:

(1) On agreeing to H.R. 4381, the Harvey
and Bernice Jones Post Office Building Des-
ignation Act (No. 422). | intended to vote
aye.”

(2) On agreeing to H.R. 4556, the General
William Carey Lee Post Office Building Des-
ignation Act (No. 423). | intended to vote
“aye.”

(3) On agreeing to H. Res. 754, On ordering
the previous question providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 5006) making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2005, and for other purposes (No. 424). |
intended to vote “aye.”

———

BOARD OF EDUCATION, NIXA, MIS-
SOURI, PEGGY TAYLOR, PRESI-
DENT

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 2004

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding leaders dedicated to
the education of our youth in southwest Mis-
souri. At a time when many school systems
are struggling to provide a quality education,
these civil servants have settled for nothing
less than excellence in preparing our students
in southwest Missouri for the future.

The Missouri School Boards’ Association
has selected the Nixa R-Il Board of Education
as the State of Missouri’s Outstanding Board
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